[Development and factors related to the appearance of diaphragmatic pleural calcifications--follow up study of employees in an asbestos plant].
Seventy-eight subjects who had continuously worked for more than 25 years until 1985 in an asbestos plant were investigated for diaphragmatic pleural lesions (mainly calcifications) on chest roentgenograms. Diaphragmatic pleural lesions were found in 21 cases (32 sites). Among these cases, calcifications were found in 18 cases (26 sites) and bilateral calcifications in 8 cases. In retrospective observation, 19 sites initially showed diaphragmatic protuberant shadows, and of these, 13 sites subsequently showed calcification in the same positions. The duration between first exposure and appearance of calcification ranged from 15 years to 31 years. The duration of exposure was significantly correlated to the appearance of diaphragmatic pleural calcification, whereas age, smoking habit, and exposure level showed no significant correlation.